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ENTRY FORM

SECTION 1 - CLUB INFORMATION (NO POINTS AWARDED)
Club Name & Address Ventura Gem &Mineral Society, P.O. Box 1573, Ventura, CA 93002
Date organized 1944 Federation affiliation CFMS, AFMS
Number of members:

Adults 169 Honorary/Life 1 Pebble Pups (age 5-11) 46 Juniors (age 12-17) 7
Meeting Place: Poinsettia Pavilion, Santa Paula Room, 3451 Foothill Road, Ventura, CA 93003
The person filling out form: Celia Churchill
Address: P.O. Box 1573, Ventura, CA 93002
City Ventura State CA Zip 93002
Phone: 805-312-VGMS (8467) E-mail: vgmseditor@gmail.com

Mission or purpose of the club: In a welcoming club environment, VGMS encourages interest in the
earth sciences, mineral and fossil collecting, field trips, and the lapidary arts, including jewelry
making. Our monthly meetings feature interesting lectures by amateurs and experts. Via facilities
in our clubhouse, we offer workshops and opportunities for crafting polished stones, in addition to
maintaining a museum and library for educational use. We also sponsor an annual show for
members to share their collections and jewelry with the community, during which we award a
student scholarship in the earth sciences.

X By submitting this entry, permission is granted to CFMS and AFMS to publish this entry or excerpts of
this entry, on the official AFMS website if this entry becomes a Gold-level winner in the All-American
Club Award contest. (Only public information regarding the club as posted on their website will be
included.)
_______________________________________________________________________________
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SECTION 2 – SERVICE &MEMBER ENGAGEMENT (33+ POINTS)

General Meetings: Number of meetings 12 Average attendance 40 Guests 3
Programs: Include a separate list of programs for the year, including topic, speaker, etc. See
supporting documents.

Board Meetings: Number of meetings 12 Average attendance 14
Officers: Include a separate list of officers, directors, and committee chairs. See
supporting documents.

Junior Meetings: Number of meetings 11 Average attendance: 15 pebble pups/juniors, their
parents, and up to 4 club member mentors

Adult leader(s): Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick and Erin Valenzuela
Bonus: Club uses Future Rockhounds of America AFMS/FRA Badge Program or has
separate junior workshops or events other than meetings? Yes. See supporting documents.

Special Group Meetings (Established groups): Number attending:
Cabbing: 24 meetings (approx. twice a month), 8 attending Tumbling: 3 meetings, 26 attending
Metal-working/metalsmith 1, 2 attending
Other Certification and safety workshops for qualification to use equipment at the workshop

located at the clubhouse, 5 classes with an average of 3 attending each.

Social Events: Number attending
Picnic “RocktoberFest”: 42 members attended.
Banquet Informal dinner held during the VGMS show weekend to thank all those helping. 30

attended
Holiday DinnerWe held a holiday dinner at our meeting location, Poinsettia Pavilion. 42 members

attended.
Other (Describe):

1. June Rendezvous: tailgating, swapping, Silent Auction, fun! 30 attended.
2. Grab Bag Stuffing Party @ Clubhouse. Members gather at the clubhouse for brunch and a

team effort to stuff grab bags for our upcoming Show. 12 members attended.
3. Grab Bag Stuffing & Potluck @ Brace-Thompson residence: Members stuffed 771 grab

bags and packets for our upcoming shows and enjoyed a potluck party. 20 members
attended.

Club hosts Show: Yes Date(s): Our 2023 VGMS Show was held March 4-5.
Dealers: #20 Demonstrators: #5 and #2 demo-dealers Member Displays: #34 members with
#44 exhibits Pebble Pup & Junior Displays: #4 Guest Displays: #13
Bonus: Competitive Displays by members? We do not have a competition at our show.
However, members are encouraged to enter their CFMS-bound competitive displays as a
“practice round” to be scored informally by volunteers with judging experience.

Special Features: Club library: Yes
Yearbook committee or Website committee: Yes, both
Lapidary studio/workshop (supported by and available to members): Yes
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Field Trips: Yes Number of trips in field 5 Other trips (museum, shows) 3
Other clubs invited? Yes

Workshops: (beading, lapidary skills, jewelry, etc): Yes Include a separate list of workshops. See
Supporting Documentation

Club maintains an active Website: Yes URL http://vgms.org
Traveling club display (For other club shows, youth groups, schools, etc.): Yes

Bonus: Creation or promotion of virtual workshops, podcasts, museum tours etc) Yes
Bonus: Created virtual club displays on Facebook or club website (album featuring special

collections or minerals) Yes

SECTION 3 - PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY (16 POINTS)
Bulletin: Yes Bulletin name Rockhound Rambling
Editor’s name Celia Churchill
Club Website/Facebook site: Show information posted: Yes

Meeting information posted: Yes
Workshop information posted: Yes

Other Social Media (Facebook, X, Instagram, TikTok, etc) sites maintained by the club: Yes
Which ones? Band

Meeting notices posted in public places: Yes Where? VGMS Museum, locations throughout
Ventura County via our club fliers

Meeting notices published in local media: No Where?
Show fliers posted in public places: Yes Where?We distribute show fliers and posters

throughout businesses in the Ventura County Area
Show information published in local media: Yes Where? AAA Westwaysmagazine, the Ventura Breeze,

the Ojai Valley News
Free or paid ads on TV/radio/web: Meeting notices: No

Show information: Yes

SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS, AND
OTHER CLUBS (20+ POINTS)
Members served in Federation as Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members:

Regional federation: Yes, 5 members in 11 positions
AFMS: Yes, 1 member in 2 positions

Members attended a Federation convention or show:
Regional Federation: Yes, #8
AFMS: Yes, #5

Members supported Federation scholarships or endowment funds:
AFMS: Scholarship fund: Yes Endowment fund: Yes
Other support for regional federations? Yes, CFMS Scholarship Fund

Members gave programs for other clubs: Yes Include a list of programs. See supporting documentation
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Members attended other club shows, swaps, etc: Yes
Members held joint field trips with other clubs: Yes
Members displayed/demonstrated at other shows: Yes
Club exchanged bulletins with other clubs: Yes Include a list. See supporting documentation
Bonus: Club was host to a Regional Federation Convention or AFMS convention in 2023: The 2023

CFMS Show & Convention was a no-host show, but VGMS members were instrumental in its
success.

Bonus: Bulletin Editor is a member of Scribe: Yes
Bonus: Members performed as judges for Bulletin Editor’s contest, Competitive displays, or

Website competitions? Yes List names, details, or photo documentation.. See supporting
documentation

SECTION 5 – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (16 POINTS)
Members gave talks or demonstrations at local schools: Yes

Include a separate list of those given. See supporting documentation
Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups: Yes

Include a separate list of those given. See supporting documentation
Members maintained displays at local public sites: Yes

Include a separate list of sites. See supporting documentation
Members maintained a booth or an activity at a local event: Yes

Include a separate list of events. See supporting documentation
Members donated materials to school, college, scouts, etc: Yes.

Include supporting documentation.
Members active in local affairs: Yes.

Include supporting documentation.
Bonus: Activities or engagement above and beyond points listed above: See supporting documents

SECTION 6 - GOVERNMENT AGENCY AND LEGISLATIVE
RELATIONS (Bonus 5 POINTS)
Members served on governmental agency committees: No
Members commented on government agency proposals, etc: Yes

List of proposals and participants. See supporting documentation
Members contacted congressional representatives regarding legislation affecting access and collecting

sites: No
Include a list of representatives contacted and legislation or copies of letters.

Members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations like ALAA: Yes
List organization(s). Club is a member of ALAA: No, we maintain that it is not appropriate for our
non-profit club to take up a political stance. However, we keep members informed of all actions that
are available to them and encourage them to be involved and have their voice heard by voting or
petitioning for causes important to them.

SECTION 7 - OVERALL FORMAT AND PRESENTATION - (15 POINTS
POSSIBLE)
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

SECTION 1 – CLUB INFORMATION

Club name and address

Ventura Gem and Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1573
Ventura, CA 93002

Date organized and federation affiliation

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. joined the California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies in 1946. That has long been used as our “official” start date; however, the story is a bit
more complicated. The society held its first meeting December 27, 1944, in a “rumpus room,”
with mostly teenagers in attendance. A constitution was adopted on November 10, 1945, and the
club voted to join CFMS on February 9, 1946. But it wasn’t until November 14, 1953, that a
motion was made to execute formal articles of incorporation with the State of California. That
incorporation became official in 1954 with a new set of by-laws, the first separate Board
Meeting, and the official name of the Ventura Gem and Mineral Society, Incorporated.
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Number of members

In 2023, we had 222 members: 169 adults, 46 Pebble Pups, and 7 Junior Members. We had
1 honorary member. (One-year honorary membership is extended to awardees of our
club-sponsored college scholarship.) Children members fall into two categories: Pebble
Pups (5-11 years old) and Juniors (12-17 years old) . Annual dues (not prorated) are $20
for an individual and $10 for each subsequent adult member/s in a household. Children
ages 6 through 18 are $10 each. Children 5 years old and under are free when enrolling
with a paid adult.

Meeting Place

General Meetings
The Poinsettia Pavilion
3451 Foothill Road
Ventura, CA 93003
We meet at 7:30 PM on the fourth Wednesday of most months; meetings are the second
Wednesday in November and December due to Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. The
Poinsettia Pavilion is dramatically located in the foothills overlooking Ventura with ample
parking and has the advantage of large meeting rooms with amenities (podium, sound system,
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screens with VCR and DVD connections, slideshow screen, tables, and chairs, etc.) and an
adjacent full-service kitchen. The two meeting rooms we have frequently used in the past are
spacious and inviting. Any virtual meetings are held on Zoom.

Pebble Pup & Junior Meetings, Workshop, and
Museum at Camp Comfort
11969 N. Creek Rd.
Ojai, CA 93023

Our clubhouse is located in Ojai, California, just Northeast
of Ventura across from Camp Comfort County Park. Our
Pebble Pup Program is normally held at this location on
the third Saturday of the month from 10-12 pm. The
clubhouse is also the location of our museum, library, and
workshop.

Mission or purpose of the club

The Ventura Gem & Mineral Society was incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, educational
organization to promote popular interest in geology, mineralogy, paleontology, and lapidary and
jewelry arts; to sponsor educational activities centered around these subjects, including lectures,
classes, demonstrations, and field trips; and to make and exhibit collections for the enjoyment
and education of both society members and the community at large.

In advancing this mission, our specific strategies are:

1. To offer a warm club atmosphere in which experts and amateurs can pursue and share their
interests and knowledge at monthly club meetings and in workshop settings.

2. To host a gem and mineral show once a year for our surrounding community.

3. To host field trips for collecting, as well as trips to other club shows, museums,
rock shops, and similar venues.

4. To maintain a club museum collection of gems, minerals, and fossils for educational
purposes within the larger community (particularly for school visits) and a collection
of lapidary rough for use by members in club workshops.

5. To maintain a library of relevant books and magazines for reference by members.

6. To provide the children of our community with a safe place to learn, explore,and
appreciate the earth sciences with activities under the guidance of our adult members.
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SECTION 2 - SERVICE &MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

List of 2023 Club Programs

January 2023 “Show and Tell”: Our January program was the annual Show and Tell. A dozen or so
members, including youth members, presented their finds, projects, and collections.

February 2023 “Show Planning” led by our Show Chair, Diane Cook. This month we went over
everything related to our upcoming club Show. Our club Show moved to a new building at the Ventura
County Fairgrounds so there were some changes from previous years.

9



March 2023 “A Science Museum for Santa Paula” by Marcus Eriksen: Dr. Marcus Eriksen and his
partner, Anna Cummings, recently moved to Santa Paula with the goal of opening a Science Education
Center in Ventura County. They’re already off to a great start in terms of specimens, with a Triceratops
skull currently housed in a hangar on their ranch. Dr. Eriksen also spoke about dinosaur hunting on his
Wyoming property.

April 2023 “Silent Auction” led by our Programs Director, Terry Wilson, and our Club Stewards.
Members came prepared to bid on slabs, rough, cabs, and any other fun surprises brought from our
clubhouse and donated by members.

May 2023 “The Petrified Forest of Calistoga, CA” by VGMS President John Cook. John took us on a
virtual trip to Calistoga in Napa County. Not only is it home to therapeutic hot springs and mineral spas,
Calistoga has the purest, award-winning and best tasting sparkling mineral water in the area. Calistoga is
also home to a spectacular petrified forest of redwood trees! About four million years ago, the now
extinct Mount Saint Helena volcano (which also goes by the Modoc Indian name “Kenoki”) let loose like
an early version of Mount St. Helens. The volcano is extinct but that long-ago blast flattened a forest of
immense trees, and its ash buried and preserved them as they fell, frozen in time.
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June 2023 “Mini Presentations” by the VGMS Pebble Pups. Several Pups in our club earned their
Communications badges by delivering hobby-related presentations.

July 2023 “Geologic Features of the Ventura Foothills and Harmon Canyon” by Tim Garvey: Geologist
Tim Garvey helped us look beyond the iconic scenery to understand the geologic processes that shaped
the fascinating rocks found in some of these locales. Member Melissa Baffa also gave us an short
presentation on her recent experience at a dinosaur dig.
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August 2023 “Condor Agates” by Luis De Los Santos: Luis De Los Santos regaled us with his adventures
collecting agates in Argentina. Members greatly enjoyed his descriptions of the land, people, and especially the
rocks he came across during his time there. Luis shared beautiful pictures of condor and puma agates, as well as a
wide variety of fossil cycads and pine cones.

September 2023 “Emerald Mining in California” by Richard Edley: Richard Edley delivered an interesting
talk about his search and discovery of emeralds in Southern California. Richard and his son, Bruce, own two federal
mining claims in Barstow, California. The Beautiful Paige mine produces turquoise and azure malachite. They also
discovered a deposit of emeralds in the Julian mining District in Southern California.

October 2023 “The Inner Beauty of Caves” by Mary Pat Weber, CGMS:Mary Pat Weber provided us
with a visual treat of the highlights of this recent event and why this show rocks! Located at the Tucson
Convention Center, TGMS Show attendees find approximately 250 dealers selling a variety of minerals,
fossils, jewelry, and lapidary. Throughout the show there are lectures and symposiums. Jaw-dropping
world class exhibits from private collections, major universities and museums are on display. Other
exhibit cases, both competitive and non-competitive, round out this mix.
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November 2023: Annual Election of Officers, followed by a Silent Auction: in November we had a Silent
Auction and November autumn potluck. It was well-attended with something for everyone to see, buy,
and eat. Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the auction and to everyone who brought delicious
food to share. Thank you also to the nominating committee, who delivered the slate of nominations for the
2024 VGMS Board.

December 2023: Holiday Party our Annual Holiday Gathering, followed by Installation of Officers
and an Awards Ceremony in person at the Poinsettia Pavilion. Awards included Rockhound of the Year,
presentation of officer and committee pins and bars, and a gift exchange.
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Board Meetings

We normally convene monthly board meetings at 7:00 pm on the first Thursday of each month. 11
board meetings were held via Zoom, and one was held in person at the Ventura County Fairgrounds
before our March Show. Attendance averaged 14, including both elected officers and committee
chairs. Our organized and efficient board members are extremely detail-oriented, but we still
manage to have fun!

Officers and Committee Chairs

2023 Elected Officers:

President: John Cook Membership Secretary: Erin Valenzuela
1st VP/Programs: Terry Wilson Federation Director: Jim Brace-Thompson
2nd VP/Field Trips: David Springer Bulletin Editor: Celia Churchill
3rd VP/Show Chair: Diane Cook Parliamentarian: Shirley Layton
Treasurer: Lauren Wideman Webmaster: Troy Schmidt
Recording Secretary: Nancy Brace-Thompson

2023 Committee Chairs:

Archivist/Historian: Jim Brace-Thompson Pebble Pups: Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick and Erin
Hostess: Susan Slyker Valenzuela
Librarian: Heather Seaton Shop Stewards: John Cook, Ron Wise, David
Museum: Troy Schmidt & Jim Brace-Thompson Springer, Jake Bailey
Educational Outreach: Jim Brace-Thompson Ways & Means: Jenifer Russell & Adrian Ruiz
Clubhouse Custodian: Jake Bailey
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Pebble Pup & Juniors Program

We have 46 Pebble Pups and 7 Junior Members in good standing (a Pebble Pup is defined as
being age 5-11 and Junior Members are age 12 through 17). On average, 12-17 pups/juniors
regularly attended meetings or field trips each month. Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick is our Pebble
Pups Program Director and Committee Chair. Erin Valenzula is the Lead Educator. Lisa
and Erin are working together to provide a well rounded program while also developing a more
robust Junior Member program. The program meets in person, but can hold classes on Zoom at
any time due to weather, illness, or to invite an out-of-the-area guest speaker for the group. If a
meeting is a planned ZOOM event a learning kit is mailed to the children who have RSVP’d for
an event. All others are welcome to join and follow along. For in person classes, an RSVP is
requested to prepare materials for each child. Specimens or projects are given at every class.

Our youth leaders Lisa and Erin
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Junior Meetings

Events of the year*.

*Not included here are the club field trips that Pebble Pups and Juniors can attend as a member.

2023 List of VGMS Pebble Pup Programs

● January 21: Show & Tell, Mineral Bingo, and Program Planning (ZOOMMeeting
due to weather).

Children shared their favorite pieces from their collection. But the fun was all about
Mineral BINGO. Before the meeting was over we talked about their ideas to add to the
schedule of the year.
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● February 18: Collecting and Curating

The focus of this class was to talk about how to collect, highlight, and display the collections
they all have piled up at home. We took simple wood frames, a collection of rocks and made
shadow boxes for their room. The frame included a list on the back identifying what they
displayed. This gave the kids a chance to decide how “less is more” so they can control the
outcome of their collections.
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● March 4-5: VGMS Show

There is always excitement around the annual show. This is where their collection visions come
to life. It all starts with the set up! This is the perfect opportunity for other members of the club
to highlight their mentorship by sharing stories and insights with the kids.
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Junior members took the lead in designing and assembling the club case sharing what we love.

More set up fun!
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Enjoying the SHOW!

Kids volunteering their time and inspiring others make this event extra special.
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● March 18: Rocks, Minerals, and Silent Auction

This class highlighted rocks and minerals, their structure, the Mohs scale, and an easy
personalized collection to take home. Back by popular demand was the Kids ONLY Silent
Auction. They earn Pebble Pup Bucks throughout the year and they finally get the chance to
spend those dollars on something special to add to their collection. They are always so polite to
each other if they recognize someone is really hoping to get a particular piece. They love
celebrating the win when the time is up.
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● April 22: Upper Ojai Field Trip

Fellow club members open their home for a one of a kind experience. This was ‘Hair-Raising”
fun!
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Rocks, minerals, and fossils were everywhere for us to learn about and enjoy.
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● May 20: Specimen Cleaning & Pollinator Rock Garden

This class encouraged the kids to do something fun for their collection outside. We made our
pollinator garden bee watering stations. We also learned how to clean our rocks with a variety of
tools and solutions (soapy water and vinegar).
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Our class also included celebrating our latest Rockstar Pin achiever Elyssa and Volunteer
Pin achievers Elyssa and Rylee!

26



● May 27-28: Gold Coast Gem Show

The Pups helped volunteer at the Kids Booth at the Gold Coast Gem Show in Ventura. One of
our Pups also demonstrated carving.

● June: Independent Rocking on the Computer

This month, interested Pups prepared presentations
independently for the club’s general member meeting on
June 21. This was part of earning the “Rocking on the
Computer” FRA badge. Please see our Meeting List for a
photo!
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● July 22: Earth in Space

This month the Pups earned their Earth in Space FRA badges. Students mapped the solar
system, did constellation projects, and we had a guest speaker. Member Chris Churchill,
an aerospace engineer, brought examples of Earth minerals used in spacecraft. We also
had samples of the ores of those minerals from our Museum for Pups to compare.

● August 2-13: VGMS at the VC Fair

This month the name of the game was the Ventura County Fair! Our Pups volunteered,
demonstrated, and displayed cases. Many of them won ribbons and our Pups Society Case took
home a First Place.
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● September 16: Earthquakes and Mapping

After a series of earthquakes in Ojai, the Pup chairs thought it would be a great time to study
Earthquakes and Mapping. After explaining the geology of the recent earthquakes, we held an
engineering challenge for the Pups. They built graham cracker houses and tested them on a shake
table made by VGMS member Chris Churchill.
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● October 28: Dinosaurs

This class was all about Dinosaurs! Pups co-chair Erin Valenzuela, a dinosaur enthusiast and
science educator, brought some of her materials and activities to class so Pups could explore
everything dino, from teeth to tracks.
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● November 4-5: Gold Coast Gem Show

Once again, the VGMS Pups helped out the club by volunteering at the club table at the
Gold Coast Gem Show. They ran games, sold “adopt-a-rocks” and grab bags, and acted
as ambassadors for our Pebble Pups program.

● December 2: Pebble Pup & Junior Member Holiday Party

The Pups ended the year with a Holiday Party. There were many reasons to celebrate. We had
club awards for Pups who volunteered during the year, several rock-related holiday crafts, and
our Junior Rockhound of the Year Awards.
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Custom Learning Kits:

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Pebble Pups Chair Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick began
creating learning kits to send to Pups for virtual meetings. The learning kits were
popular, so after many of our meetings Pups go home with something to do related
to that class’s activity. We also still use them for any virtual meetings.

FRA Badge Program

We use the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies Future Rockhounds of
America Badge Program and try to focus each monthly activity around a topic whereby
kids can emerge having earned a badge. In 2023, we awarded the following badges based
on group and individual work: Collecting, Showmanship, Rocks & Minerals, Field Trips,
Lapidary Arts, Rocking on the Computer, Earth in Space, Mapping, Leadership,
Communications and Earth Processes. We also completed a club-designed badge on
Dinosaurs.

Members of our 2023 Pebble Pups Committee were Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick, Chair,
Erin Valenzuela, Lead Educator, with Diane & John Cook, Nancy & Jim
Brace-Thompson, Dick & Phyllis White, Renée Frisk-Jones, and Celia Churchill.
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Special Group Meetings

Our cabbing group meets at our Workshop twice a month.

Member Chris Churchill led three tumbling classes for a second-grade classroom at Pierpont Elementary.
24 students participated.
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VGMS Member Richard Slyker led a silversmithing class for members to make earrings.

Social Events

1. Picnic “Rocktoberfest” On October 21st, VGMS hosted its annual fall breakfast and picnic,
“Rocktoberfest.” Our sign-up sheet shows 34 but 42 members were counted in attendance.
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2. Banquet Our club hosts an informal dinner for all Show Volunteers on the final night of our
March Show.

3. Holiday Dinner: Our Holiday Party this year was a potluck dinner held in-person at our
member meeting location, the Poinsettia Pavilion. 42 members attended. We presented
the Rockhound of the Year award, congratulated John Cook as outgoing President,
installed the 2024 VGMS Board, had a gift exchanged, and socialized.
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4. Other: Rockhound Rendezvous: A great time was had by all who attended the Rendezvous on
July 15th, to enjoy good company, picnicking, a silent auction, and tailgate sales for terrific
bargains. In all, some 30 members and kids were there.

5. Other: Grab Bag Stuffing Party:We hosted two grab-bag stuffing parties for members this
year. During these events, members get together to socialize and help stuff our grab bags to be
sold at our annual Show. This year we had a particularly large party at Jim and Nancy
Brace-Thompson’s house where a record number of bags was stuffed in anticipation of the 2024
VGMS and CFMS/AFMS Shows.
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Annual Show

Our club had a great show in 2023. It was held March 4-5 at the Ventura County Fairgrounds.

Below is a summary of our Show that appeared in the March, 2023 issue of our newsletter,
Rockhound Rambling.
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Special Features - Club Library

Our Librarian Heather Seaton maintains a room with a reading table and walls lined with
bookshelves housing approximately 615 books. These include over 135 specific to California
geology and rockhounding. We also have a significant periodicals collection: a nearly complete
run of Desert Magazine from 1945 to 1961, a nearly complete run of Lapidary Journal (back to
Volume 1, Number 1), along with miscellaneous issues of Rock & Gem magazine. We stock
several dozen videos and DVDs. To promote the use of the library, Angela included an
occasional column entitled “The Book Report” in our newsletter detailing new books added to
the library.

For ease in finding just the right title for their needs, our club members can access our catalog of
titles entirely online via the “Library” page on our website. Within the library room, books are
arranged by broad topical areas, such as Field Trip Guides, Lapidary Arts & Jewelry Making,
Geology, Fossils & Paleontology, Mineralogy, Gold Prospecting, Meteorites, etc.

The Archives
The archives are in year-by-year binders recording our entire club history from our founding in
1944 to the present all stored in nearly four dozen binders. By the way, conveniently located
right next to our Library Room is our Todd Schowalter Reading Room (more commonly referred
to as the club toilet).

Special Feature – Yearbook Committee

We have an officially designated committee position for Historian/Archivist, which has been
held for the past couple of years by Jim Brace-Thompson. When we decided to enter the All
American Club program for this year, we did designate a full committee for the effort. We have
listed our All American Club Committee members at the very beginning of this document.
They include Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick, Jim Brace-Thompson, Nancy Brace-Thompson,
Diane Cook, and Celia Churchill.
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Special Feature – Website Committee

In 2023 our Website Committee consisted of current and former Web Directors Troy
Schmidt and Terry Wilson.

Special Feature – Lapidary Studio/Workshop

Our club maintains a workshop and lapidary studio at our Clubhouse. We offer a saw room, flat
lap, and Genies for crafting cabochons. Under the supervision of our Club Stewards, we offer
monthly Open Workshops to all club members. We also offer a certification process

Special Feature – Museum

VGMS developed and maintains The Ray Meisenheimer Memorial Museum at our
clubhouse, which is open during VGMS open-house days the third Saturday of each month
and by advance appointment for individuals and/or group public visits. The museum is
publicized at our annual show, shows of neighboring clubs, the Ventura County Fair, and
fliers distributed at all public events we attend, including school visits and programs. Prior
to the pandemic, we hosted several schools and home-school groups for tours and activities.
Member Jim Brace-Thompson and Troy Schmidt are the
co-chairs of the Museum Committee. The museum consists
of two rooms. One focuses on California Dinosaurs and
Lapidary Arts. Displays consist of bone casts and actual
bones of dinosaurs and marine reptiles from California and
a 6-foot long display case illustrating a full range of
lapidary arts and jewelry making. The second room houses
an “Ice Age California” collection and display of bone casts
and actual bones and tusks of Pleistocene mammals, as well
as a wall mural (painted by our member and professional
artistMartha Moran) that reconstructs what Ventura
County looked like during the Ice Ages. The room also
houses educational displays showing gems, minerals, and
fossils from our local region and from around the world and
a fluorescent mineral case.
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We also have an outdoor self-guided rock and fossil museum in the front yard of the
clubhouse. Each specimen is labeled. This is an especially good location because our Pebble
Pups classes are held here.

Field Trips

Our club maintains close relationships with the two other rock clubs in Ventura County: Oxnard Gem &
Mineral Society (OGMS) and Conejo Gem & Mineral Club (CGMC). The three field trip chairs from our
clubs meet to plan the annual field trip schedule, which are then offered to members of all three clubs.
Thus, while we offer almost-monthly field trips to our members, our own club hosts about a third of these
events. These are the field trips VGMS hosted in 2023.

1. March 24-26, 2023: Cady Mountains led by VGMS 2nd Vice President Field Trip Chair, David
Springer.
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2. May 12, 2023: Chowchilla area for Hornitos poppy jasper. Led by VGMS 2nd VP David Springer.

3. June 10th, 2023: Avila Beach for DeeDeeite. Led by VGMS 2nd VP David Springer.
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4.. October 8th, 2023: Ralph Bishop Museum Tour. Led by VGMS 2nd VP David Springer.

5. November 18th: Barstow area for Silver Lace Onyx and Petrified Palm Root. Led by VGMS 2nd VP
David Springer.

Other Trips

VGMS promoted the 2023 CFMS Show & Convention in Lodi, CA and a club contingent attended. We
also had members attend the 2023 CFMS Directors Meeting in Visalia, CA to promote our hosting the
2024 CFMS/AFMS Show. (See Section 4, Regional Federation Support.)
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Workshops

VGMS holds a twice-monthlyWorkshop Day. It revolves around slabbing, cabbing, and
flat-lap polishing, with two to four workshop stewards/instructors (John Cook, Ron Wise, Jake
Bailey, David Springer) on hand to answer questions, provide tips, and ensure safe workshop
procedures are being observed. In 2023, we were able to offer at least 19 workshop
opportunities.

List of 2023 Workshop Dates: January 25th, February 7th, February 11th, February 18th, March 1st,
April 15th, May 7th, May 20th, June 4th, June 14th, July 12th, August 9th, August 19th, September 3rd,
September 13th, November 5th, November 18th, December 3rd, and December 9th.
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Club Website

Our current club website, www.vgms.org, is maintained by Troy Schmidt. Many new members
and visitors have told us they found out about us via the site. Our website has
password-protected “Members-Only” and “Board Members” areas so that information that
should not be available to the public is accessible to members (i.e., tax information, contracts,
field trip specifics, etc.).

The site includes helpful links for both club members and visitors to the site. These include links
to the American and the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, other Ventura County
rock clubs, the U.S. Geological Survey, and Bureau of Land Management, museums, and more.

Our former Web Director and 2023 First VP Terry Wilson is a web developer by trade and has
created a website calledWhoscoming.com/vgms andWhosBringingWhat.com/vgms. These
were crafted to better facilitate potluck sign-ups, working time slots for volunteers helping at
club events (the annual Show, clubhouse clean-up days, etc.), and field trip sign-ups. They can
be viewed by any member who wants to sign up for a club function via links on the main club
website. They have proven helpful in preventing duplication of food items at potlucks and
doubling-up of volunteers in one location during our Show. It has been a great addition to the
club’s main site.
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VGMS membership payments online are available online with all major credit/debit cards or
with PayPal. In 2023 we also introduced accepting membership payments via Zeffy. Our
membership application can be completed entirely online, or it can be downloaded in printed
form to be completed and mailed.

Finally, our club also maintains a Facebook page, which is linked to numerous other clubs,
museums, scientific sites, and community sites. This page is maintained by members Diane
Cook and Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick. It’s a great method for sharing club activities, meeting
information, photos, scientific articles, field trip information, and our Show, of course!

Traveling Club Displays

We don’t have a single, pre-made, or pre-set club case. Instead, we have compiled materials that
can be quickly accessed and assembled to address a variety of themes.
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● California State Rock, Mineral, Gemstone, and Fossil Symbols. This has been a regular
feature at our own annual Show and is also frequently requested at other nearby club shows
(Conejo and Oxnard). In a take-one bin beside the case, we stock fliers telling about the state
symbols along with a blurb about the club. We also frequently use materials from this display
when giving school presentations.

● California Dinosaurs.We maintain a large selection of replica bones and fossils of dinosaurs
and Ice Age mammals, and these have frequently been requested for full table-top displays at the
neighboring Oxnard and Conejo club shows. We have a tri-fold board and fliers with
information about California dinosaurs (and about our club museum) that go along with a
full-size skull cast of our California State Dinosaur “Auggie” and a cast of a Mosasaur marine
reptile skull.
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● “Magic Minerals.”We built a portable traveling fluorescent mineral display case, which
proved instantly popular during school visits. This was used at Fred L. Williams Elementary
School and Flory Elementary School Science Night. Alongside this, we offer hands-on fun with
activities using magnets and magnetic minerals. We also present elements from this case as a
hands-on Magic Minerals table.

● Petrified Wood.When long-time members Ray and Florence Meisenheimer passed away
many years ago, they donated a terrific set of polished petrified wood rounds from across the
West, along with labels, case liners, risers, and stands. This has proven to be a quick-and-easy
backup display to pull into service at shows where gaps are left by no-show exhibitors.

● Finally, we create a Club Publicity Case with content that changes each year. This is installed
at our March Show, including in 2023. This same case is also often installed to promote VGMS
at nearby club shows.
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Bonus: Creation or promotion of virtual workshops, podcasts, museum tours, etc.

Pebble Pups Virtual Class Library

Our Pebble Pup Chair Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick, continues to maintain and augment a
library of our virtual Pups classes available on YouTube. By the end of 2023, the video
library has over 24 episodes and documents available to view, with four new videos
added in 2023. Visit our video library of classes and virtual field trips on our YouTube
page or located on the members-only Pebble Pup page of our website.

Name the Specimen

Throughout 2023 VGMS member Jim Brace-Thompson continued to host his Name That
Specimen bi-weekly virtual challenge that began in 2020. Jim donates or collects donations of
specimens, sends a clue via email to VGMS Pebble Pups, checks their answers, and mails out
specimens to every Pup who provided the correct answer. Other VGMS members have collected
and donated specimens for the challenge. This has continued to prove to be a great way to keep
our Pups engaged and researching gems and minerals all year.
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Bonus: Creation or promotion of virtual workshops, podcasts, museum tours, etc.

Workshops and Museum tours
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Outdoor Education Opportunities
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Interesting Educational finds for members and the community.
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Promoting a fellow show
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Taking up a cause

Articles written by members for a national magazine
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VGMS PSA after the winter storms of 2023

Bonus: Created virtual club displays on Facebook or club website (albums featuring special
collections or mineral)
We share club displays on both our Website and our Pebble Pups Band page. In 2023 club
members Tony and Roz Demaria shared their unique home and collection with the Pups in
person and through a video posted on the Members section of our Website. The Pebble Pups also
shared their Show & Tell class for members of all ages to enjoy their specimens.
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On our Pebble Pups Band Page, Pups are welcome to share items from their collections, lapidary
projects, and anything rockhounding related. Below is an example of one Pup who shared the
fruits of a recent collecting trip.
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SECTION 3 - PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY

We publish a bulletin entitled Rockhound Rambling eleven times a year. (We have a
combined November/December issue because of an early November meeting date due to
the Thanksgiving holiday, and to give our editor a break over the Holiday Season.) The
bulletin is a four-color publication provided to members in their choice of print or as an
electronic attachment, with most members requesting the electronic version. It averages 20
pages in length. At the end of this document, you’ll find a full copy of our September 2023
issue.

Our bulletin has been awarded First Place several times over the years in Federation bulletin
competitions, and many of our club members have won both CFMS and AFMS recognition for
individual articles. Below are the lists of awards VGMS won in the 2023 Bulletin Editor’s
Competitions for CFMS and AFMS:
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Editor’s name

Our editor for 2023 was Celia Churchill. 2023 was her second year as Bulletin Editor. She has
encouraged all members to contribute throughout the year and helped to grow the Pebble Pup
and Junior article submissions. In 2022, our newsletter won First Place at both CFMS and AFMS
levels for New Editor. In 2023, our newsletter won First Place at both CFMS and AFMS levels
for Large Bulletin. Celia is enrolled as a member of SCRIBE and participates in the SCRIBE
Facebook group.

Club Website and Facebook Page

We have provided information about our VGMS website (www.vgms.org ) in Section Two. We
also maintain a Facebook page (“Ventura Gem & Mineral Society”). Via both media, we always
post our show information (both for the public and for club members, for instance, with sign-up
sheets posted on the members’ section of the website for show jobs). General meeting
information is available on the public-facing Website homepage. Our 2023 webmaster, Troy
Schmidt, posts sign-up sheets and information for our workshop days and detailed meeting

information (date, time, speakers, etc.) in the
Members section of our Website.
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Other Social Media Sites Maintained by the Club

Our Pebble Pups Chairs maintain a private social networking page via the Band app. Youth members and
their parents are able to share news, discuss hobby-related topics, and add photos. Leaders are able to post
meeting and field trip notices, collect RSVPs, and communicate outside of our Pups classes. This has
been a great addition to our Pups program.

66



Meeting notices posted in public places

We are including a sample of our Club Flier (below) that has meeting notices on the back panel.
Club fliers are stocked in area libraries and various locations throughout Ventura County,
including the Little Rock Libraries in Ojai and Ventura. We also stock them at the ‘take-one
table’ of our Welcome Booth during our Annual Show which is held on the first weekend of
March, and at both Gold Coast Gem Shows in Ventura. Finally, as noted on the page above, our
meeting schedule is posted on the public-facing page of our Website.
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Show fliers posted in public places

Print materials advertising our 2023 show (posters and postcards) were distributed to
members to help pass out throughout the Ventura County community starting at the end of
2022. The posters are suitable for posting to windows, doors, and bulletin boards. The
postcards work well for countertops in local stores, literature bins at hotels, and places like
our local Ventura Visitor’s Center.

Where members took Show fliers:

● Members took stacks to all local clubs and events they attended, including those as far away as
Quartzsite.

● Members shared cards and posters with dealers in person at the above events such as the
Walblom’s of Walblom’s Tools and Cam of Cam’s Crystal Gallery.

● Our Show Publicity Chair and Federation Director Jim Brace-Thompson took stacks to place
on tables at the 2022 CFMS Directors Meetings.

● Posters and cards were distributed throughout local retail, community boards, and libraries in
Ventura County and beyond.

● fliers and posters, along with a cover letter, were sent to several Geology, Earth Science, and
Paleontology professors at colleges between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara (UCLA, UCSB,
Santa Barbara City College, Ventura College, Oxnard College, Moorpark College, California
Lutheran University, CSU-Channel Islands). We encourage professors to alert any college
geology club and to encourage students to attend the show. Some, such as at Moorpark College,
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have even given students extra credit when coming to our show.

● We sent out an electronic flier to a voluntary teacher email list that has been
constructed and is continually updated at our Show. That list currently contains more than
550 local teacher names and email addresses.

● Social Media such as Facebook (our home page and other related groups) and Instagram.

Show information published in local media

Our Show Publicity Chair, Jim Brace-Thompson, contacts local news media every year in the
months leading up to our Show to ensure that we have a healthy turnout. In 2023 our Show was
promoted in several media outlets, among them Rock & Gem magazine, Rocks & Minerals
magazine, AAA Westways magazine, the Ventura Breeze, and the Ojai Valley News.
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Free or paid ads on TV/radio/web

Meeting notices:We have not put free or paid ads on TV or radio for our monthly
meetings, because we’ve found from past experience that paid ads, are cost-prohibitive and
that our requests to include such notices as public service announcements have not been fruitful
from these outlets.

Show information:We do alert all area TV and radio stations with our show info, seeking
free public-service announcements but not paid ads through traditional media. We have enjoyed
success with these events and boosting posts through Facebook for a small fee of $25 or less.
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SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS,
AFMS, AND OTHER CLUBS

Members served in Federation as Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members:

Regional Federation
Diane Cook served as CFMS Treasurer, All-American Committee Chair, and Internet Committee

Chair
Celia Churchill served as Bulletin Aids Chair
Jim Brace-Thompson served as CFMS Rep to AFMS, Golden Bear Committee member, Junior

Activities Chair, Long Range Planning Committee member (as Past President), and Rules
Committee member

Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick served as Internet Committee member
Dick White served as Nominating Committee member

National Federation
Jim Brace-Thompson served as AFMS 5th Regional Vice President and Public/International

Relations Chair

Members attended a Regional Federation Convention or Show
Eight VGMS members attended the 2023
CFMS Show & Convention in Lodi: Diane
and John Cook, Jim and Nancy
Brace-Thompson, Dick and Phyllis White,
Celia Churchill, and Robert Seaton.
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Members attended an AFMS Convention and Show

Jim Brace-Thompson attended the 2023 AFMS Convention in Billing, Montana in person and
submitted printed reports as AFMS 5th Vice President and as AFMS Public Relations Chair and
also participated in the Uniform Rules Committee meeting and provided them with a PowerPoint
program that he developed on Showmanship that will be posted to the AFMS website alongside
the Uniform Rules Manual. Club members Terral and Michael Matsumoto, David Springer, and
Ron Wise also attended (see page 99 for coverage in our newsletter).
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Members supported Federation scholarships or endowment funds

AFMS Scholarship Fund
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AFMS Endowment Fund

In August, 2023, VGMS member Jim Brace-Thompson began overseeing raffle ticket sales and
securing donated specimens toward the 2024 AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle. In 2023, Jim
donated a hand-crafted silver sand dollar pendant (estimated value: $90) as a prize for the AFMS
Endowment Fund Raffle.
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Other support for regional federations?

Our club makes contributions to the CFMS Endowment Fund in memory of members who have
passed away. This was a $50 donation. Our club also donated to the CFMS Scholarship Fund.
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Finally, Diane Cook served on the 2023 CFMS Show Committee as Raffle Chair and Building
Layout. She hosted all the show meetings, took notes, and supervised set-up of the show and
publicity. Jim Brace-Thompson served as Kids Booth Chair for the 2023 CFMS Show &
Convention and donated all grab bags, spinning wheel prizes, paint-a-fossil plaster casts, and
other materials out of his own rock pile and out of his own pocket. Jim also donated rocks and
minerals for silent auctions benefiting the CFMS Endowment Fund at both the CFMS Show and
at the Fall Directors Meeting.
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Members gave programs for other clubs

VGMS members John Cook and Terry Wilson presented talks at Conejo Gem & Mineral Club in
2023. Here are notices from CGMC’s website:

Members attended other club shows, swaps, etc:

VGMS Members attended Long Beach, Pasadena, Orcutt Mineral Society, and Quartzsite, to
name a few. Jim and Nancy Brace-Thompson are also members of the Carmel Valley Gem &
Mineral Society in Monterey, and participated in their September 2023 show with exhibits, help
in set-up and tear-down, and by organizing and running their Silent Auction fundraiser. Several
VGMS members exhibited at the Conejo Show (example below) and Diane Cook was their
Show Chair.
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Members held joint field trips with other clubs

As noted above in the Supplemental Information for Section 2, all of our club field trips are run
as joint Tri-Clubs field trips with the Oxnard Gem and Mineral Society and the Conejo Gem and
Mineral Club. We also regularly see participation in our field trips from members of other central
coast and Southern California rock clubs, e.g. Orcutters, St. Lucia, Pasadena Lapidary Society,
Woodland Hills Rockchippers.

Members displayed/demonstrated at other shows

Many VGMS members displayed at the Conejo club show. Dick White and Pebble Pup Rylee
demonstrated soft stone carving, Phyllis White demoed wire wrapping (pictured below), and
David Mautz demonstrated fossil cleaning also at the Conejo show. Nancy and Jim
Brace-Thompson displayed at the Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society and Jim entered an
exhibit into the combined AFMS-Northwest Federation-Billings Gem & Mineral Club show.
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Club exchanged bulletins with other clubs

We actively participate in bulletin exchanges with 71 clubs in the CFMS, other regional
federations, and even overseas as far and wide as Scotland and Australia. These include:
Ada Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club, Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society, Alberta Paleontological Society,
Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club, Belleview Rock Club, Blackhawk Gem & Mineral Club, Blue Grass
Gem & Mineral Club, Boston Mineral Club, Burlington Gem & Mineral Club, Calaveras Gem & Mineral,
Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society, Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Cascade Mineralogical
Society, Cedar Valley Rocks & Minerals Society, Central Arkansas Gem, Mineral & Geological,
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Club, Cincinnati Mineral Society, Clackamette Mineral & Gem, Conejo
Gem & Mineral Club, Del Air Rockhounds, Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Everett Rock & Gem
Club, Franklin County Rock & Mineral Club, Franklin Gem & Mineral Society, Geelong Gem & Mineral
Club, Georgia Mineral Society, Golden Spike Gem & Mineral Society, Greensboro Gem & Mineral Club,
Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society, Idaho Gem Club, Kawartha Rock & Fossil Club, Keene Mineral
Club, Kern County Mineral, Knoxville Gem & Mineral Society, Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Maine
Mineralogical & Geological Society, Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley, Minnesota Mineral Club,
Mother Lode Mineral Society, Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club, New York Mineral, No. Mississippi Gem &
Mineral Society, Northern Seattle Lapidary & Mineral Club, No. Shore Rock & Mineral Club, Oklahoma
Mineral & Gem Society, Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, Orcutt Mineral Society, Oxnard Gem & Mineral
Society, Pasadena Lapidary Society, Pine Country Gem & Mineral Society, Quartzsite Roadrunners Gem
& Mineral, Reno Gem & Mineral Society, Sac & Fox Lapidary Club, San Diego Gem & Mineral Society,
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Santa Lucia Rockhounds, Scottish Mineral & Lapidary Club,
Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society, Sequoia Gem & Mineral Society, Shawnee Gem & Mineral Club,
Southern Maryland Gem & Mineral Club, Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club, Suffolk Gem & Mineral
Club, Tooele Gem & Mineral Society, Tucson Gem & Mineral Society, Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society,
Waco Gem & Mineral Club, Western South Carolina Gem & Mineral Society, Whittier Gem & Mineral
Society, Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Worcester Mineral Club
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Bonus: Bulletin Editor is a Member of SCRIBE

Celia Churchill is enrolled as a member of SCRIBE and participates in the SCRIBE Facebook
group.

Bonus: Members performed as judges for Bulletin Editor’s contest, Competitive displays, or
Website competitions?

In 2023 Jim Brace-Thompson judged junior article at the AFMS level. Jim Brace-Thompson and
John Cook judged exhibits at the Kern County Fair (pictured below) and John and Diane Cook
judged at the Antelope Valley Fair. John Cook judged at the Ventura County Fair. Nancy
Brace-Thompson served as a judge for the CFMS Junior Achievement Award competition.
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SECTION 5 - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Members gave talks or demonstrations at local schools:

In 2023 we gave quite a few talks and demonstrations at schools and at science nights. Our
Educational Outreach Chair, Jim Brace-Thompson, attended all events except 4/21. Many other
members, including Pebble Pups, volunteered to help on various days. Articles describing all of
our Educational Outreach events may be found in our monthly newsletter, Rockhound Rambling.
Here is a list:·

1/26 Flory Elementary School STEM Science Night hands-on activities (pictured below).
4/16 Ventura Charter School Eco Fest with hands-on dinosaur activities.
4/19 Pierpont Elementary School assembly on many aspects of rockhounding
4/21 Dos Caminos Elementary School Science Night with hands-on activities
4/27 Fillmore Science Night with hands-on activities
4/28 Walnut Canyon Science Night with hands-on activities.
5/19 Blue Room Preschool field trip visit to VGMS Museum rooms.
5/31 Elmhurst Elementary classroom presentation on varied aspects of rockhounding.
7/18 Gems, Minerals, Fossils activities for the entire Ocean View School District summer

school program at Tierra Vista Elementary School.
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Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups:

Celia Churchill is a Girl Scout Troop leader and held a meeting about the AFMS Code of Ethics,
whose outdoor-related principles relate directly to scouting. Jim Brace-Thompson gave
talks/activities for 4H (2/14, on local fossils & rocks) and YMCA (8/11, a whole group of
VGMS members helped with Summer Camp Fossil Day with hands-on activities), pictured
below.

Members maintained displays at local public sites:

Members of our club maintain Little Rock Libraries in Ojai (1), Ventura (2), Simi Valley (1), and
Carpinteria (1). These displays promote rockhounding and the club, and several have boxes for
club fliers and show postcards. There is a treasure chest of tumbled stone available for children
at a local jewelry store. We also provide a service to Ventura County by maintaining county
buildings, our clubhouse, which houses the museum and workshop. which has mineral and fossil
displays open to schools, youth groups, and others by advance arrangement. We installed a group
display covering all aspects of the hobby in the E.P. Foster Library in downtown Ventura for the
first few months of the year.
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Members maintained a booth or an activity at a local event:

Terry Wilson (pictured) and Kathryn Davis had booth spaces at the Gold Coast shows, where
VGMS also had a booth with activities & sales.
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Members donated materials to school, college, scouts, etc:

Jim Brace-Thompson ran a Teacher Station at our annual show, where he donated 350 free
rock, mineral, and fossils specimens to teachers, as well as 70 teacher resources packets
filled with earth science educational materials; at the same station he gave out 211 free
Scavenger Hunt prizes for kids. Also, during some of the educational events listed above at
local schools, teachers were given free large specimens for classroom use (these events
included the 4/19 Pierpont assembly & the 5/19 Blue Room museum visit, described
above). Materials were also donated for the 2/14 4H talk and 8/11 YMCA Summer Camp.

Members active in local affairs:

Many of our members are involved in community organizations and events.

● Diane Cook is active with the Ventura County Fair. She is the superintendent of the Gem
and Mineral building. She is in charge of set-up, take down, staff, and hires all judges and
recruits exhibitors for the 2-week event.
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● Richard Slyker is involved with local parades. Richard Slyker serves as President of his local
Ventura County Model A Ford Club and, when not driving his Model A in local parades, he may
be found putting around local greens as a member of the Olivas Senior Golf Club.

● Terry Wilson serves as Web Services Chair for the Ventura County Potters’ Guild. Terry also
serves as Director II – Education for the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society.

● Troy Schmidt is self-taught in the art of miniature pottery, having learned through practice
and experimentation. He began creating wheel-thrown pottery on a one-inch scale in
1993 (after he had already learned to make full-size pottery). Today he continues to create
high-quality replicas of historic ceramics as well as modern art for discerning collectors
in diminutive yet delightful sizes. Troy is also featured at the Yes Store in Santa Barbara.
The Yes Store - Santa Barbara’s original artists’ pop-up gift gallery has become a Santa Barbara
tradition. It offers one-stop shopping for arts, crafts, custom fine jewelry, fused & blown glass,
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graphics & photography, ceramics & woodworking, clothing, leather & so much more at the
co-op shop like no other.

● Lucia Hetrick worked alongside her mom, Lisa Batchelder-Hetrick, with homeless shelter
meal programs in Ojai, California. She helps to make meals and package them for the homeless
shelter. She enjoys decorating the lunch bags, filling the bags with supplies like a comb or
ChapStick, along with the meals for dinner, breakfast, and a snack for the next day. When a hot
dinner meal is made, she helps to fill the trays with hot food and package them for delivery to the
shelter.

● We have two members who are leaders of Ventura
Girl Scout troops, and three Pups who are Girl
Scouts: Celia Churchill and Valerie C. from
Troop #65017, Susan Lopez and Skyla Z. from
Troop #65030, and Girl Scout Elizabeth S. Celia
and Susan are also members of the Service Unit
Action Team for the Ventura/Ojai Area.
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Bonus: Activities or engagement above and beyond points listed above:

VGMS holds an annual Scholarship competition. The rules are made available on our website for all to
apply. The scholarship is a $1,000 award to a graduating high school senior, college student, or graduate
student who intends to pursue, or is pursuing, a degree in Earth Sciences, or a related field directly
relevant to the mission of VGMS (e.g., science education, gemology, and lapidary arts, etc.). The
scholarship winner also receives a 1-year honorary membership to VGMS. Our 2023 Scholarship
awardee was Logan Cattanach.

We would also like to highlight the
exceptional accomplishments of two of our
members. First, Jim Brace-Thompson is a
regular contributor to Rock and Gem
Magazine, sharing the love of our hobby with
a national audience.
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Second, Diane Cook hosted two Gold Coast Gem Shows here in Ventura in 2023. She brings all the
hobby-related opportunities a show provides: shopping, demonstrating, club publicity, education, and
more, to our local community. All three of the Ventura County Tri-Clubs, Ventura, Oxnard, and Conejo,
were invited and participated.
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SECTION 6 - GOVERNMENT AGENCY & LEGISLATIVE
RELATIONS

Members served on governmental agency committees:

We have no members we’re aware of who served on governmental committees in 2023.

Members commented on government agency proposals, etc:

Jim Brace-Thompsn contacted the
Bureau of Land Management on the
proposed Mojave Trails National
Monument and he wrote an article on
this for our newsletter to inform other
members and tell them how they
might take action, which he reiterated
at a club meeting.
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Members contacted congressional representatives regarding legislation affecting access and
collecting sites:

We have no record of individual members contacting elected representatives in 2023.

Members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations like ALAA:

Our CFMS Federation Director, Jim Brace-Thompson, is a member of ALAA and, within the
pages of our newsletter and at club meetings, he informs members of pending legislation and
how they can provide their opinions pro or con as they determine best.

Bonus: Club is member of ALAA

No, we maintain that it is not appropriate for the club to take up a political stance, however we
keep members informed of all actions that are available to them and encourage them to be
involved and have their voice heard by voting or petitioning for a cause important to them.
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APPENDIX – CLUB NEWSLETTER ISSUE
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Did you make it this far? Thank you for reading our book.

We had a lot of fun this year.

Here we are announcing the 2024 CFMS/AFMS Show,
which will be hosted by our club in Ventura.

We’ve been hard at work to show you a great time.

Follow the mermaids to Ventura!

We hope to see you there!
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Winner of our 2023 Club Contest for Show Poster
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